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    Pre-Agenda Session @ 5:30 p.m. 

 
A G E N D A 

City Council Meeting  
Monday, February 1, 2021 – 6:00 p.m. 

 
 OPENING 

 Call to Order 

 Invocation by Dr. Eric Mason from Jesus First Community Church 

 Pledge of Allegiance  

 Roll Call 

 Recognition of the Garden City Police Department’s State of Georgia Law Enforcement Re-Certification 

   

 FORMAL PUBLIC COMMENT  
 District Attorney Cook-Jones has requested to address City Council. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Formal Public Comment – City Council Agenda Protocol 
 

The City of Garden City has identified this portion of the meeting to allow individuals an opportunity to formally 
address the City Council on issues of importance.  Garden City requires that individuals who desire to formally 
address the City Council submit a written request form outlining the subject matter that they intend to discuss so 
that they can be placed on the meeting agenda.  Members of the public desiring to be placed on the agenda to 
present or address matters to the City Council must submit a formal “REQUEST TO BE PLACED ON THE CITY 
COUNCIL AGENDA” form to the Office of the City Manager at least 10 days prior to the requested City Council 
meeting date that you wish to speak.  City Council meetings are held on the first and third Monday of each month 
so the request must be submitted no later than 5:00 pm on the Friday which constitutes 10 days prior.  The 
request can be done in person, regular mail, fax or e-mail and the speaker should obtain acknowledgement of the 
request from the City to demonstrate that the 10 day requirement has been met.  The request form may be 
obtained from the Office of the City Manager and on the City’s website www.gardencity-ga.gov.  The request 
should state the name of the individual(s) desiring to be heard and the subject matter to be presented to City 
Council.  Requests may be referred at the discretion of the City Manager, to appropriate staff for mediation prior 
to being placed on the public agenda.  Please be advised the completion of a request form does not entitle the 
speaker to be added to the agenda. 
 

http://www.gardencity-ga.gov/
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 PUBLIC HEARINGS – No Public Hearings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Speaking to a Public Hearing Item Protocol 

In the interests of time and to ensure fairness of all persons who appear before the City Council to speak 
for or against a public hearing item, speakers will be limited to three (3) minutes each to address City 
Council except as described herein.  One speaker for the Petitioner may address the City Council for no 
more than 10 minutes, unless extended by the Mayor.  In an effort help the City Council and the general 
public to better understand the issues, the Mayor may request that a City staff member address the City 
Council from the podium.  Speakers from the general public may only speak when recognized by the 
Mayor during the public hearing.  Speakers will be asked to come to the podium to address the City 
Council for three (3) minutes and they shall state their name and resident address for the record. 

Speakers addressing City Council on a public hearing item should coordinate comments to respect City 
Council’s time limits.  Groups should select a spokesperson to present the major points that summarize 
their position and opinions.  Speakers are urged to be brief and non-repetitive with their comments.  
Comments shall specifically address the public hearing item before the City Council, and the speaker 
shall maintain appropriate tone and decorum when addressing the City Council.  City Council may ask 
questions of the applicant, speakers, or staff during these proceedings only for the purpose of clarifying 
information.  The speaker shall not direct derogatory comments to any individual, organization, or 
business.  At the conclusion of the three (3) minute time period, the speaker will be notified that his/her 
time has elapsed and the next speaker will be recognized to come forward to the podium and address 
the City Council.  Once the public hearing is closed on an item, there will be no further opportunity for 
formal or informal public input at a City Council meeting. 
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 APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
 Consideration of the Pre-agenda Session Minutes (1/19/21) and City Council Minutes (1/19/21).  

 

 CITY MANAGER REPORT 
 Updates and/or Announcements 

 

 ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 Resolution, 2021 Police Vehicles: A resolution by the Mayor and Council to accept the proposal from 

Butler Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram to sell the City two (2) 2021 Dodge Durango vehicles and to sell the City 
two (2) 2021 Dodge Charger vehicles and to authorize the City Manager to sign the purchase contract 
totaling $112, 496.00 for the vehicles. 
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 RECEIPT OF INFORMAL PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 Procedure:  In an effort to best manage this section of the meeting, any person that desires to address 

the City Council must sign up using the process outlined on the website where this meeting is 
advertised.  Once recognized by the Mayor, the person will be allowed to speak in accordance with the 
Informal Public Comment – Speaker Protocols outlined below.     
 

 
 
 

 ADJOURN        
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M I N U T E S 
 

City Council Meeting 
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 – 6:00 p.m. 

 
 

Call to Order:  Mayor Pro-tem Kicklighter called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Opening:  Mr. Gerald Ethridge gave the invocation and Mayor Pro-tem Kicklighter led City Council in the 
pledge of allegiance to the flag.  
 
Roll Call   
Members of City Council:  Mayor Pro-tem Bessie Kicklighter, Councilmember Marcia Daniel, 
Councilmember Richard Lassiter, Councilmember Natalyn Morris, Councilmember Debbie Ruiz and 
Councilmember Kim Tice.  Absent:  Mayor Don Bethune   
 
Staff:  Ron Feldner, City Manager; James P. Gerard, City Attorney; Rhonda Ferrell-Bowles, Finance 
Director/Clerk of Council; Scott Robider, Assistance City Manager; Gil Ballard, Chief of Police; Corbin 
Medeiros, Fire Chief and Cliff Ducey, Recreation Director.   Absent:  Pam Sweeney, HR Director; Ben 
Brengman, IT Director and Jon Bayer, Interim Public Works Director. 
 
Introduction of Assistance City Manager:  City Manager introduced Scott Robider as the new Assistant 
City Manager.   
 
Presentation:  City Manager read a proclamation to recognize January 24 – January 30, 2021 as School 
Choice Week in Garden City. 
 
Informal Public Comment:  Mayor Pro-tem Kicklighter stated that no one signed up to address City 
Council.  
 
City Council Minutes:  Councilmember Ruiz made a motion to approve the November 16, 2020 pre-
agenda session synopsis and city council meeting minutes.   The motion was seconded by Councilmember 
Daniel and passed without opposition.  
 
City Manager Report:  City Manager stated that the agenda packet included the 2020 year-end reports. 
 
Items for Consideration 
First Reading - Ordinance, Sunday Hours of Package Sales of Alcoholic Beverages:  Clerk of Council read 
the first reading of the heading of an ordinance to amend the Code of Ordinances of Garden City, Georgia, 
as amended by amending Chapter 6, Article II, Division IV, to permit package sales by properly licensed 
retailers of malt beverages, wines, and distilled spirits on Sundays between the hours of 11:00 a.m. and 
12:00 a.m. 
 
Councilmember Tice made a motion to approve the ordinance on the first reading.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Ruiz and passed on the first reading without opposition.  
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Councilmember Ruiz made a motion to suspend the rules of council to hold the second reading of the 
ordinance.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Daniel and passed without opposition.  
 
Second Reading - Ordinance, Sunday Hours of Package Sales of Alcoholic Beverages:  Clerk of Council 
read the second reading of the heading of an ordinance to amend the Code of Ordinances of Garden City, 
Georgia, as amended by amending Chapter 6, Article II, Division IV, to permit package sales by properly 
licensed retailers of malt beverages, wines, and distilled spirits on Sundays between the hours of 11:00 
a.m. and 12:00 a.m. 
 
Councilmember Daniel made a motion to adopt the ordinance on the second reading.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Lassiter and passed on the second reading without opposition.  
 
Resolution, Chief Judge Agreement (Tomlinson):  Clerk of Council read the heading of a resolution by the 
City Council to authorize the Mayor to execute an agreement between the City and Billy Tomlinson which 
sets forth the terms of Mr. Tomlinson’s appointment as the Chief Judge of the Garden City Municipal 
Court.  

Councilmember Tice made a motion to adopt the resolution.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Daniel and passed without opposition.  

Resolution, Associate Judge Agreement (Huffman): Clerk of Council read the heading of a resolution by 
the City Council to authorize the Mayor to execute an agreement between the City and Brian Joseph 
Huffman, Jr., which sets forth the terms of Mr. Huffman’s appointment as the Associate Judge of the 
Garden City Municipal Court.  

Councilmember Tice made a motion to adopt the resolution.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Daniel and passed without opposition.  

Resolution, Judge Pro Tem Agreement (Sanders): Clerk of read the heading of a resolution by the City 
Council to authorize the Mayor to execute an agreement between the City and Richard Sanders, Jr., which 
sets forth the terms of Mr. Sanders appointment as Judge Pro Tem of the Garden City Municipal Court.  

Councilmember Morris made a motion to adopt the resolution.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Daniel and passed without opposition.  

Resolution, Prosecuting Attorney Agreement (Moody): Clerk of Council read the heading of a resolution 
by the City Council to authorize the Mayor to execute an agreement between the City and Lindy Moody 
which sets forth the terms of Ms. Moody’s appointment as the City’s Prosecuting Attorney.  

Councilmember Daniel made a motion to adopt the resolution.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Tice and passed without opposition.  

Resolution, Public Defender Agreement (Harmon):  Clerk of Council read the heading of a resolution by 
the City Council to authorize the Mayor to execute an agreement between the City and Crystal D. Harmon 
which sets forth the terms of Ms. Harmon’s appointment as the City’s Public Defender on a part-time 
basis.  
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Councilmember Morris made a motion to adopt the resolution.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Ruiz and passed without opposition.  

Resolution, Judge Pro Tem Appointment (Andrews):  Clerk of Council read the heading of a resolution by 
the Mayor and Council to appoint Douglas G. Andrews to serve as Judge Pro Tem of the Garden City 
Municipal Court. 

Councilmember Tice made a motion to adopt the resolution.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Daniel and passed without opposition.  

Resolution, Judge Pro Tem Appointment (Gerard): Clerk of Council read the heading of a resolution by 
the Mayor and Council to appoint James P. Gerard to serve as Judge Pro Tem of the Garden City Municipal 
Court.  

Councilmember Tice made a motion to adopt the resolution.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Daniel and passed without opposition.  

City Attorney Appointment (Gerard):  Consideration by the Mayor and Council to appoint James P. Gerard 
to serve as City Attorney. 

Councilmember Tice made a motion to appoint James P. Gerard to serve as City Attorney.  The motion 
was seconded by Councilmember Ruiz and passed with Councilmember Lassiter opposing.     

Resolution, 2021 Qualifying Fee:  Clerk of Council read the heading of a resolution to set the qualifying 
fee for the Office of City Council Member at $180.00 for the general election in November 2021. 
 
Councilmember Tice made a motion to adopt the resolution.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Daniel and passed without opposition.  

 
Resolution, 2021 Election Duties: Clerk of Council read the heading of a resolution to authorize the Board 
of Elections of Chatham County, Georgia, to perform all duties as the municipal superintendent of 
elections with the exception of the qualifying of candidates which shall be the responsibility of the Clerk 
of Council and to authorize the Chatham County Board of Registration to perform the duties of absentee 
ballot clerk.  Qualifying for City Council will take place at City Hall commencing on Monday, August 16, 
2021, at 8:30 a.m. and ending Thursday, August 19, 2021, at 4:00 p.m.  
 
Councilmember Tice made a motion to adopt the resolution.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Daniel and passed without opposition.  
 
Adjournment:  There being no further items to discuss, Mayor Pro-tem Kicklighter called for a motion to 
adjourn the meeting.  Councilmember Lassiter made a motion to adjourn the meeting at approximately 
6:13 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Tice and passed without opposition.  
 
 
 
 
Transcribed & submitted by:  Clerk of Council 
Accepted & approved by:  City Council 2/1/21 
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SYNOPSIS 
 

Pre-Agenda Session 
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 – 5:30 p.m. 

 
 
Call to Order:  Mayor Pro-tem Kicklighter called the pre-agenda session to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Review of Council Agenda Items: Mayor Pro-tem Kickighter presented the council agenda items for 
review.  She stated that these items are annual housekeeping items.  
 
Councilmember Morris asked several questions about the process used for the selection of the municipal 
court Judges, Judge Pro tems, Prosecuting Attorney, and Public Defender.  The Chief of Police gave an 
overview of the process.   
 
Councilmember Morris asked several questions about the City Attorney’s contract. A discussion ensued 
in regards to the City Attorney’s contract.   
 
There being no further items to be discuss, Mayor Pro-tem Kicklighter adjourned the pre-agenda session 
at approximately 5:59 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
Transcribed & submitted by: Clerk of Council 
Accepted & approved by:  City Council 2/1/21 
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