
Pre-Agenda Session @ 5:30 p.m. 

 
A G E N D A 

City Council Meeting 
Monday, October 7, 2024 – 6:00 p.m. 

 OPENING 
 Call to Order 

 Invocation   

 Pledge of Allegiance  

 Roll Call 

 Proclamation to designate November 3, 2024, as “Retired Educators Day” 

 

 FORMAL PUBLIC COMMENT 

 Mr. Al Ellisor III, assistant manager of Ace Acres Mobile Home Park requests to address the City Council 
to discuss the permit fee for new mobile homes in Garden City.  

 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Formal Public Comment – City Council Agenda Protocol 
 

The City of Garden City has identified this portion of the meeting to allow individuals an opportunity to formally 
address the City Council on issues of importance.  Garden City requires that individuals who desire to formally 
address the City Council submit a written request form outlining the subject matter that they intend to discuss so 
that they can be placed on the meeting agenda.  Members of the public desiring to be placed on the agenda to 
present or address matters to the City Council must submit a formal “REQUEST TO BE PLACED ON THE CITY 
COUNCIL AGENDA” form to the Office of the City Manager at least 10 days prior to the requested City Council 
meeting date that you wish to speak.  City Council meetings are held on the first and third Monday of each month 
so the request must be submitted no later than 5:00 pm on the Friday which constitutes 10 days prior.  The 
request can be done in person, regular mail, fax or e-mail and the speaker should obtain acknowledgement of the 
request from the City to demonstrate that the 10 day requirement has been met.  The request form may be 
obtained from the Office of the City Manager and on the City’s website www.gardencity-ga.gov.  The request 
should state the name of the individual(s) desiring to be heard and the subject matter to be presented to City 
Council.  Requests may be referred at the discretion of the City Manager, to appropriate staff for mediation prior 
to being placed on the public agenda.  Please be advised the completion of a request form does not entitle the 
speaker to be added to the agenda. 
 

                     

http://www.gardencity-ga.gov/


 
 RECEIPT OF INFORMAL PUBLIC COMMENT  

Procedure: To best manage this meeting section, any person who desires to address the City Council 
must sign up using the process outlined on the website where this meeting is advertised.  Once 
recognized by the Mayor, the person will be allowed to speak in accordance with the Informal Public 
Comment–Speaker Protocols outlined below.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 Alcohol Beverage License Application: Receipt of public comment on an alcohol beverage license 
application made by Rigoberto Velasco to sell wines, beer, and/or malt beverages at Pupuseria 
Salvadorena Las Veronicas, LLC (D/B/A Pupuseria Salvadorena Las Veronicas) 109 Minus Ave, Suite 
C1 Garden City, Georgia. 
 

 Alcohol Beverage License Manager’s Application: Receipt of public comment on a manager’s 
alcohol beverage license application made by Rigoberto Velasco to sell wines, beer, and/or malt 
beverages at Pupuseria Salvadorena Las Veronicas, LLC (D/B/A Pupuseria Salvadorena Las 
Veronicas) 109 Minus Ave, Suite C1 Garden City, Georgia. 
 

 Alcohol Beverage License Application: Receipt of public comment on an alcohol beverage license 
application made by Ashok Lakhani to sell wines, beer, and/or malt beverages at Ganesh 1109, LLC 
(D/B/A BP 4801) 4801 Augusta Road, Garden City, Georgia. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Speaking to a Public Hearing Item Protocol 

In the interests of time and to ensure fairness of all persons who appear before the City Council to speak for or 
against a public hearing item, speakers will be limited to three (3) minutes each to address City Council except as 
described herein.  One speaker for the Petitioner may address the City Council for no more than 10 minutes, 
unless extended by the Mayor.  In an effort help the City Council and the general public to better understand the 
issues, the Mayor may request that a City staff member address the City Council from the podium.  Speakers 
from the general public may only speak when recognized by the Mayor during the public hearing.  Speakers will 
be asked to come to the podium to address the City Council for three (3) minutes and they shall state their name 
and resident address for the record.   

Speakers addressing City Council on a public hearing item should coordinate comments to respect City Council’s 
time limits.  Groups should select a spokesperson to present the major points that summarize their position and 
opinions.  Speakers are urged to be brief and non-repetitive with their comments.  Comments shall specifically 
address the public hearing item before the City Council, and the speaker shall maintain appropriate tone and 
decorum when addressing the City Council.  City Council may ask questions of the applicant, speakers, or staff 
during these proceedings only for the purpose of clarifying information.  The speaker shall not direct derogatory 
comments to any individual, organization, or business.  At the conclusion of the three (3) minute time period, the 
speaker will be notified that his/her time has elapsed, and the next speaker will be recognized to come forward 
to the podium and address the City Council.  Once the public hearing is closed on an item, there will be no 
further opportunity for formal or informal public input at a City Council meeting. 
 



 
 

 

PROCEDURES FOR CONDUCTING PUBLIC HEARINGS ON PROPOSED ZONING DECISIONS BEFORE 
GARDEN CITY’S MAYOR AND COUNCIL AND STANDARDS GOVERNING THE EXERCISE OF  

CITY COUNCIL’S ZONING POWER 
 
Procedures for Conducting Public Hearings on Proposed Zoning Decisions: 
All public hearings conducted by the Mayor and Council on Garden City, Georgia, on proposed zoning decisions shall 
be conducted as follows: 

(1) All public hearings by the Mayor and Council on zoning amendments shall be chaired by the 
Mayor. 

(2) The Mayor shall open the hearing by stating the specific zoning amendment being considered 
at the public hearing and further stating that printed copies of the adopted standards 
governing the exercise of the Mayor and Council’s zoning power and the procedures 
governing the hearing are available to the public. 

(3) The Director of the City’s Planning and Zoning Department shall advise the Mayor and 
Council of the recommendation of the Planning Commission when applicable. 

(4) The Mayor shall determine the number of attendees who desire to testify or present evidence 
at the hearing. 

(5) When there is a large number of individuals wishing to testify at a hearing, the Mayor may 
invoke time limits on individual speakers.  In such cases, these time limits shall apply to all 
speakers.  Proponents, including the petitioner or the petitioner’s agent requesting the zoning 
decision, shall have no less than ten (10) minutes for the presentation of data, evidence, and 
expert opinions; opponents of the proposed decision shall have an equal minimum period of 
time.  The Mayor may grant additional time; provided, however, an equal period of time shall 
be granted both sides. 

(6) The petitioner requesting such zoning decision, or the applicant’s agent, shall be recognized 
first and shall be permitted to present and explain the request for the zoning decision.  
Thereafter, all individuals who so desire shall be permitted to speak in favor of the zoning 
decision. 

(7) After all individuals have had an opportunity to speak in accordance with subparagraph (6) 
above, those individuals present at the public hearing who wish to speak in opposition to the 
requested zoning decision shall have an opportunity to speak. 

(8) The Mayor may limit repetitious comments in the interest of time and may call for a show of 
hands of those persons present in favor of or opposed to the proposed decision. 

(9) It shall be the duty of the Mayor to maintain decorum and to assure the public hearing on the 
proposed decision is conducted in a fair and orderly manner. 

(10) Once all parties have concluded their testimony, the Mayor shall adjourn the public hearing. 
Standards Governing the Exercise of The Zoning Powers of Garden City’s Mayor and Council: 
Prior to making a zoning amendment, the Mayor and Council shall evaluate the merits of a proposed 
amendment according to the following criteria: 

(1) Is this request a logical extension of a zoning boundary which would improve the pattern of 
uses in the general area? 

(2) Is this spot zoning and generally unrelated to either existing zoning or the pattern of 
development of the area? 

(3) Could traffic created by the proposed use or other uses permissible under the zoning sought 
traverse established single-family neighborhoods on minor streets, leading to congestion, 
noise, and traffic hazards? 

(4) Will this request place irreversible limitations or cause material detriment on the area 
similarly zoned as it is or on future plans for it? 

(5) Is there an imminent need for the rezoning and is the property likely to be used for the use 
requested? 

(6) Would the proposed use precipitate similar requests which would generate or accelerate 
adverse land use changes in the zone or neighborhood? 

 



  
 

 Approval of City Council Minutes   
 Consideration of the minutes from the September 16th Pre-Agenda Session and City Council Meeting 

Minutes. 
 

 City Manager Updates 
 

 ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 
 Resolution – GDOT SR 21 School Zone Flashers and Signage Agreement: A resolution authorizing the City 

of Garden City, Georgia to enter into a contract with Hoffman Electric in the amount of $72,500.00 for 
removal and installation of school zone flashers and signage on the segment of State Route 21 between 
Brampton Road and Rommel Avenue in Garden City, Georgia, where the newly constructed Davis-
Edwards-Harris Educational Complex is located. 
 

 Resolution – Visit Savannah Agreement: A resolution authorizing the City of Garden City, Georgia to 
enter into a memorandum with the Savannah Area Chamber of Commerce, Inc. acting through its 
business unit of Visit Savannah to provide marketing, public relations, advertising, and other services 
to promote tourism, conventions, and trade shows in the City, in return for the City’s payment to the 
authority of the Hotel-Motel occupancy tax which the City shall collect  and disburse pursuant to Code 
Sections of the official Code of Georgia annotated and any additional funds made available by the 
City for such purpose; authorizing the City Manager to execute the memorandum of agreement.  
 

 Resolution – Rostan Solutions Agreement:  A resolution ratifying the City Manager’s decision to engage 
the services of Rostan Solutions, LLC for providing storm debris monitoring services in connection with 
property damage caused by Hurricane Helene, and for providing public assistance consulting services with 
respect to recovering from Federal and State agencies eligible costs that shall be incurred by the City as a 
result of the City’s response to the hurricane; ratifying the City Manager’s execution of task orders for 
such services. 

 
 Resolution – FY2025 Police & City Vehicle Reserve Order:  A resolution approving the lease purchasing 

of fourteen (14) City vehicles from Enterprise FM Trust to de added to the City’s Vehicle Fleet. 
 

 Alcoholic Beverage License Application: Consideration by the Mayor and Council of an alcohol 
beverage license application made by Rigoberto Velasco to sell wines, beer, and/or malt beverages 
at Pupuseria Salvadorena Las Veronicas, LLC (D/B/A Pupuseria Salvadorena Las Veronicas) 109 
Minus Ave, Suite C1 Garden City, Georgia. 

 
 Alcoholic Beverage License Manager’s Application: Consideration by the Mayor and Council of a 

manager’s alcohol beverage license application made by Rigoberto Velasco to sell wines, beer, 
and/or malt beverages at Pupuseria Salvadorena Las Veronicas, LLC (D/B/A Pupuseria Salvadorena 
Las Veronicas) 109 Minus Ave, Suite C1 Garden City, Georgia. 

 



 Alcoholic Beverage License Application: Consideration by the Mayor and Council of an alcohol 
beverage license application made by Ashok Lakhani to sell wines, beer, and/or malt beverages at 
Ganesh 1109, LLC (D/B/A BP 4801) 4801 Augusta Road, Garden City, Georgia. 
 

 ADJOURN  
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REQUEST TO BE PLACED ON THE CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

The City of Garden City would like to hear issues of importance brought by citizens of Garden City as it is in the best interest of the City 

that the Mayor and City Council be well-informed and prepared to address topics placed on the agenda.  In order to better ensure that this 

process is efficient and effective, the City requires that citizens submit a written form outlining the subject matter about which they would 

like to speak.  The Mayor may rule out of order personal, abusive or indecorous language or matters that the City has no purview over.  

Completion of this form does not entitle the Speaker to be added to the agenda. 

 

Request Submittal Date: __________________________________________________________________ 

Name of Person to Speak: _________________________________________________________________ 

Title: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Business / Organization: __________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone Number: __________________________ Email Address: ________________________________ 

Have you addressed your issue(s) with City staff?   ____Yes ____No 

Have you addressed your issue(s) with the City Manager?  ____Yes  ____No 

City Council Meeting Date: ________________________________________________________________ 

PURPOSE:     

Brief summary / paragraph of topic:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signature        Date 

 

A request must be received by the City Manager one (1) week prior to the requested City Council Meeting date in order to include this form in the City Council packet.  Please be sure to include a 

detailed summary of your presentation topic on this form or with your typed description.  If presenting collateral materials (handouts, maps, fliers, etc.), eleven (11) copies must be submitted with this 

form. If using other forms of media (PowerPoint Presentation, DVD, CD, etc.), the final version must be submitted electronically (or on flash drive/CD) with this form and no modifications will be 

accepted or allowed.  It is understood that the City reserves the right to re-format the presentation to facilitate its use during the City Council meeting, but the City will not edit content.    

August 28, 2024

Al Ellisor

Assistant Manager

ACE ACRES MOBILE HOME PARK

5228 AUGUSTA ROAD

Garden City, Georgia, 31408

(912) 438-9303 aellisor@coastal-group.net

X

x

Discuss the permit fee for new mobile homes in Garden City

Alfred Ellisor August 28,2024

First meeting in October 2024

III

III



 
The City of Garden City, Georgia 

100 Central Avenue, Garden City, Georgia 31405 
Phone: 912.966.7777 Fax: 912.966.7792 

2 
 

 

 

 

CITY STAFF USE ONLY 

City Manager    Approved____ Denied____ Initial / Date _________ 

Mayor     Approved____ Denied____ Initial / Date _________ 

Clerk of Council Notified       Initial / Date _________ 

Council Agenda / Meeting   Approved Date   ___________________ 

Requester Notified   Date    ___________________ 

 

Reason for Denial: 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

   





















SYNOPSIS 
 

Pre-Agenda Session  
Monday, September 16, 2024 - 5:30 p.m. 

 
 
Call to Order:  Mayor Campbell called the pre-agenda session to order at approximately 5:30 p.m. and 
gave the invocation. 
 
Attendees 
Council Members:  Mayor Bruce Campbell, Councilmember Gwyn Hall, Councilmember Richard Lassiter, 
Councilmember Natalyn Morris, Councilmember Debbie Ruiz, and Councilmember Kim Tice.   
 
Staff Members:  Rhonda Ferrell-Bowles, City Manager; James P. Gerard, City Attorney; Yoland Irizarry, HR 
Director; Cliff Ducey, Recreation Director; Gil Ballard, Police Chief; Laureen Boles, Planning Director; Mike 
Dick; Fire Chief, Katie Draeger; Finance Director, Ben Brengman; IT Director, Veronica Enoch; Executive 
Assistant and Tonya Roper, Clerk of Council. 
 
Mayor’s Updates 

The Mayor had no updates to report. 

City Council Updates 

The Council had no updates to report. 

City Manager Updates 

 The City Manager gave an overview of items on the agenda. She stated that we have two proclamations      
for tonight: National Hispanic Heritage Week and Garden City Reads Day. 

1. Formal Public Comment 

The City Manager reported there is a formal public comment by Carl Lee to address City Council 
regarding the completion of paving for Briarwood Drive to accommodate a lot at the end of the 
street. City Manager said that she has an email from Stacey, Public Works administrator stating that 
she spoke with Mr. Lee about paving the remainder of the road and Stacey doesn’t recommend it. 

Councilmember Tice stated that Mr. Lee attempted to do it last year and there was a guy wanting to 
purchase the property. The purchaser would have to pay to have the road extended; there is no 
water, no gas and it’s a dead end that backs up to Pipemakers. He was told by the former City 
Manager that the City would not accommodate and it’s not the City’s responsibility to pave into a 
personal property. 

City Manager stated that Staff has not been able to reach Mr. Lee for follow-up and he may or may 
not be here for the formal public comment. 

 



2. Public Hearing 
 
Alcohol Beverage License application for Drivers Food Market.  
 

3. Approval of City Council Minutes 

Consideration of the minutes from pre-agenda, City Council meeting and workshop. 

4. Items for Consideration 
 
(a) The City Manager stated that we have a zoning text amendment for the 2nd reading for EV 

Charging Stations. 
  

(b) The zoning amendment for 2nd reading requests for rezonings for Nr. Nathanial Smalls on 
Heidt Avenue and a zoning amendment for 2779 U. S. Highway 80.  
 

(c)  A resolution for two surplus fire equipment for two pumpers. 
 

(d) A resolution for the conversion of four part-time positions to one full-time position.  
 

(e) A resolution for the Fire Department’s mutual aid agreement with Chatham County Fire 
Department that is a five-year term on this agreement where it’s changed from a private 
agency to Chatham County. 
 

(f) We have a hiring bonus incentive for newly hired post-certified police officers. 
 

(g) There is a resolution for the Right-of-Way Maintenance agreement for the Flock license 
plate readers.  
 

(h) A resolution for designating signatures for accounts with Bank of America. 
 

(i) A resolution for procurement of the City’s CenterPoint Lift station for damaged pipes and 
valves.  

 
(j) The City Manager stated we have the alcohol beverage license application for consideration. 

 
The City Manager confirmed with Councilmember Hall that the alcohol license application had 
completed the required process.  

The City Attorney addressed Councilmember Morris’ inquiry about the 2nd reading of the 
ordinance regarding property ownership of the 2779 Highway 80 rezoning request.  

       Ben Bregman, IT Director stated that there will be a PowerPoint presentation on the screens as  
test run for the viewing of the agenda. 



 
Adjournment: Given no other items to discuss, the Mayor and City Council adjourned the pre-
agenda session at approximately 5:45p.m. 

 
Transcribed & submitted by:  The Clerk of Council 
Accepted & approved by:  The City Council 10-7-24. 
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M I N U T E S 
 

City Council Meeting 
Monday, September 16, 2024 – 6:00 p.m. 

 
 
Call to Order:  Mayor Campbell called the meeting to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. 
 
Opening: Mayor Campbell gave the invocation and led the City Council in the pledge of allegiance to the 
flag.  
 
Roll Call 
City Council Members:  Mayor Bruce Campbell, Councilmember Gwyn Hall, Councilmember Richard 
Lassiter, Jr., Councilmember Natalyn Morris, Councilmember Debbie Ruiz and Councilmember Kim Tice.  
Absent:  Mayor Pro-Tem Marcia Daniel. 
 
Staff Members:  Rhonda Ferrell-Bowles City Manager; James P. Gerard, City Attorney; Gil Ballard, Chief of 
Police; Laureen Boles, Planning and Economic Development Director, Katie Draeger; Finance Director, 
Mike Dick; Fire Chief, Cliff Ducey; Parks and Recreation Director, Tonya Roper; Clerk of Council and Andrew 
Guzman; IT Technician.  
 
Mayor Campbell presented on behalf of Mayor and Council to designate September 30th, 2024, as “Garden 
City Reads Day” and designation of “National Hispanic Heritage Month”; September 15, 2024 - October 
15, 2024 (correction on agenda item noted as proclamation to designate week of September 15th as 
National Hispanic Heritage Week). 
 
Formal Public Comment:  Mr. Carl Lee; owner, requests to address the City Council concerning the 
completion of paving for Briarwood Drive to accommodate lot at the end of the street.  
 
Mr. Carl Lee, 110 Nelson Avenue stated he wanted to inquire why the street on Briarwood has never been 
paved as it was planned. The paving stopped short of the planning destination. In 1986, I bought the 
property with the understanding that the street would be paved. He stated that he has been paying taxes 
on the property and now wants to develop the property but can’t due to the restrictions proposed by the 
City. Mr. Lee said he would like a resolution to the issue. 
 
Councilmember Hall asked what type restrictions were imposed by the City? 
 
Mr. Lee stated that the closing Attorney for a previous sale was stopped because the utilities and 
pavement must abut to the property and the pavement stops at the edge of his property. He said I can’t 
build on it and I can’t sell it; the only thing I can do is pay taxes on it. 
 
Councilmember Lassiter inquired whether Mr. Lee has considered completed the paving since purchasing 
the property in 1986. 
 
Mr. Lee stated that it was his understanding that the property would be paved at a later date when the 
property was purchased. Mr. Lee said since 1986, property taxes have been paid and nothing has 
happened, and if I can’t develop the property then I will sell it, but the sale was blocked due to restrictions.  
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Mr. Lee asked Council to either lift the restrictions or pave the street. The right-of-way belongs to the City, 
there are two streets that stop short of their destination; those streets are Wildwood and Briarwood. 
 
Councilmember Morris questioned if there was anything in writing from the administration at that time 
to continue the pavement. 
 
Mr. Lee stated that the communication was verbal. 
 
City Attorney stated that he will look into the matter, and what restrictions were placed on the property. 
 
Informal Public Comment:  Mayor Campbell opened the floor to receive public comment from the 
audience.   
 
Mr. Rashan Lowery, 3908 5th Street stated his concerns of receiving a fine on his grandmother’s water bill 
due to his stripping down appliances for extra income. Mr. Lowery said we help to beautify the City 
because we are picking up the old appliances from locations within the City.  He stated he was previously 
told to stop the business activities of stripping down the appliances. He said we strip the washers, dryers, 
and refrigerators to remove copper and then take to the scrap yard; I came to the meeting to inquire 
about the resolve of the fine on the water bill. 
 
City Manager stated that we can look into it tomorrow morning. We will need to reach out to Planning 
and Zoning staff regarding the fine. 
 
Councilmember Morris inquired of whether Mr. Lowery was given a warning prior to the fine being placed 
on the water bill. 
 
Mr. Lowery stated that three years ago he came to court regarding a citation to stop running a business. 
He said one day he left and came back with a notice on the door. The front yard has flowers and is 
manicured; they would have to have seen if from the backyard. 
 
Given no other speakers, Mayor Campbell closed the public comment portion of the meeting. 
 
Public Hearing:  Alcohol Beverage License Application: Receipt of public comment on an alcohol beverage 
license application made by Nikolai Semenchine to sell wines, beer, and/or malt beverages at Drivers Food 
Market, LLC 25 Main Street, Garden City, Georgia. 
 
Nikolai Semenchine, 25 Main Street, stated this is his business, there is no gas station but there is a fast-
food place and regular convenience store with lottery, beer and wine. 
 
Given no further speakers for those in favor or opposition; Mayor Campbell closed the Public Hearing. 
 
City Council Minutes:  Councilmember Tice motioned to approve the minutes from the August 19th, Pre-
Agenda Session and City Council Meeting Minutes, and the September 9th workshop. The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Ruiz and passed with Councilmember Morris, Councilmember Ruiz, 
Councilmember Tice and Mayor Campbell voting in favor of the motion. Councilmember Hall abstained 
from voting due to being absent from the August 19th Council meeting. Councilmember Lassiter abstained 
from voting due to being absent from the September 9th Council workshop. 
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Items for Consideration 
Second - Ordinance – Zoning Text Amendment (EV Charging Station):  The Clerk of Council read the 
heading of an ordinance to amend the Code of Ordinances for Garden City, Georgia, as amended, by 
amending Chapter 22 of the said Code to define and regulate the operation of electric vehicle charging 
stations as businesses within the City; by amending zoning Chapter 90, Articles I & II, to add electric vehicle 
charging stations to the permitted uses listed in Code Section 90-47(b). 

Councilmember Lassiter motioned to deny the ordinance on second reading. Councilmember Morris 
seconded the motion. Councilmember Hall, Councilmember Ruiz, and Mayor Campbell opposed the 
motion.  Councilmember Tice voted in favor of the motion. With a tie of the motion to deny; 
Councilmember Hall made a motion to approve the ordinance on second reading. Councilmember Ruiz 
seconded the motion. Councilmember Tice, Councilmember Hall, Councilmember Ruiz and Mayor 
Campbell voted in favor of the motion. Councilmember Lassiter and Councilmember Morris voted in 
opposition. Mayor Campbell stated that the motion carries to adopt the ordinance on the second reading.   

Second Reading - Ordinance – Zoning Map Amendment(Nathaniel Smalls/0 Heidt Avenue): The Clerk of 
Council read the heading of an ordinance to amend the zoning ordinance, and map of Garden City Georgia, 
as amended, to rezone from a zoning classification of “R-2” to a zoning classification of “C-2A” the 
northern half of Lot 132 and the southern half of Lot 131, Central Junction Heights subdivision, Garden 
City, Chatham County, Georgia, currently owned by Nathaniel Smalls, Jr., as administrator of the estate of 
Gussie Mae Small pursuant to letters of administration issued on May 16, 2024, by the Probate Court of 
Chatham County, Georgia in the Gussie Mae Small estate. 

Councilmember Morris motioned to approve the ordinance on the second reading.  Councilmember 
Lassiter seconded the motion. Councilmember Hall, Councilmember Ruiz, Councilmember Tice and Mayor 
Campbell voted in opposition of the motion; the adoption of the ordinance is denied. 

Councilmember Lassiter expressed concern regarding the sequence of the request. 

Second Reading - Ordinance – Zoning Map Amendment(2779 U.S. Highway 80): The Clerk of Council read 
the heading of an Ordinance to amend the zoning ordinance and map of Garden City, Georgia, as 
amended, to rezone from a zoning classification of “R-1” to a zoning classification of “R-2” portions of Lot 
3 and lot 4 of the Burdette Tract in Garden City, Chatham County, Georgia, having an address of 2779 U.S. 
Highway 80, Garden City, Georgia 31408 and currently owned by the City of Garden City and by All In One 
Car Export, LLC.  

Councilmember Ruiz motioned to approve the ordinance on the second reading. Councilmember Hall 
seconded the motion. The motion passes and is adopted with Councilmember Morris voting in opposition. 

Resolution – Surplus Fire Engine: The Clerk of Council read the heading of a resolution to classify as 
surplus property the Fire Department’s 2000 E-One Pumper and 1995 E-One Pumper and to authorize the 
Fire Department to dispose of the equipment by having it auctioned at public sale pursuant to State law. 

Councilmember Hall motioned to adopt the resolution, and Councilmember Tice seconded the motion. 
The motion passed with all voting in favor of the motion. 
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Resolution – Conversion of Part-time Positions to Full-time Position – Fire Department: The Clerk 
of Council read the heading of a resolution of the Mayor and Council to approve the elimination of 
four (4) part-time Firefighter positions and the addition of one (1) full-time Firefighter position; to 
amend the Fiscal Year 2024 budget to make changes to appropriations within the Fire Department 
for salaries and wages paid to full-time and part-time Firefighter positions. 

Councilmember Lassiter motioned to adopt the resolution. Councilmember Hall seconded the 
motion, the motion passes with no opposition.  

Resolution – Chatham County Fire Department Mutual Aid Agreement: The Clerk of Council read 
the heading of a resolution authorizing the City of Garden City, Georgia to enter into an agreement 
for Fire service mutual aid with Chatham County, Georgia for the provision of emergency services 
upon request for a five-year term with renewals upon written consent of both parties; designating 
representatives to serve as a point of contact for the coordination of mutual aid and assistance; 
authorizing the City Manager to execute the agreement. 

Councilmember Ruiz motioned to adopt the resolution. Councilmember Hall seconded the motion 
and the motion passes without opposition. 

Resolution – Hiring Bonus Incentive for Newly Hired Post-Certified Police Officers: The Clerk of 
Council read the heading of a resolution of Mayor and Council implementing a program funded with 
currently appropriated Police budgeted salary and benefit savings for a “Signing Bonus” incentive of 
$5000.00 for newly hired Post-certified police officers of the Garden City Police Department. 

Councilmember Morris motioned to deny adopting the resolution based on the language within the 
resolution and expressing concerns with regards to payout, retention and policy. Councilmember 
Lassiter seconded the motion. Councilmember Tice requested further explanation of the resolution. 
With further explanation by Gilbert Ballard; Police Chief; the motion fails with Councilmember Hall, 
Councilmember Ruiz, Councilmember Tice and Mayor Campbell voting in opposition. Councilmember 
Hall made a motion to approve to adopt the resolution. Councilmember Ruiz seconded the motion; 
the motion passes with Councilmember Hall, Councilmember Ruiz, Councilmember Tice and Mayor 
Campbell voting in favor of the motion. Councilmember Morris and Councilmember Lassiter voted in 
opposition of the motion. 

Resolution – Right-of-Way Maintenance Agreement – Flock License Plate Readers: The Clerk of 
Council read the heading of a resolution approving that certain right-of-way maintenance agreement 
by and between Garden City, Georgia, and the Georgia Department of Transportation requiring the 
City to perform maintenance services in connection with the City’s installation of automated license 
plate readers along the State’s Rights-of-Way; and for other purposes. 

Councilmember Hall motioned to adopt the resolution. Councilmember Ruiz seconded the motion; 
all vote to approve the motion. 

Resolution – Bank of America Signatories: The Clerk of Council read the heading of a resolution to 
designate signatories of the City’s bank accounts with Bank of America; superseding any previous 
resolutions; and providing an effective date. 
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Councilmember Ruiz motioned to adopt the resolution. Councilmember Hall seconded the motion, 
the motion passes without opposition. 

Resolution – CenterPoint Lift Station Procurement: The Clerk of Council read the heading of a 
resolution to ratify the emergency service procurement for damaged pipe and valves for the City’s 
CenterPoint Lift Station. 

Councilmember Tice made a motion to approve the resolution. Councilmember Ruiz seconded the 
motion; all vote in favor of the motion. 

Alcohol Beverage License Application: The Clerk of Council read the heading for consideration by the 
Mayor and Council of an alcohol beverage license application made by Nikolai Semenchine to sell 
wines, beer, and/or malt beverages at Drivers Food Market, LLC 25 Main Street, Garden City, Georgia. 

City Manager confirmed that the alcohol license application had completed the required process. 

Councilmember Ruiz made a motion to approve the application. Councilmember seconded the 
motion. The motion passes without opposition. 

Councilmember Lassiter expressed his concerns regarding due diligence in doing our homework for 
ordinance and resolution requests and the dynamics involved with the process. 

City Attorney addressed the concerns of Councilmember Lassiter and confirmed the procedural 
requirements of the approval and adoption of an ordinance.  

Adjournment:  Given no other items on the agenda to discuss, Mayor Campbell called for a motion 
to adjourn the meeting.  Councilmember Hall motioned to adjourn the meeting at approximately 6:41 
p.m. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Ruiz and passed without opposition.   

 
Transcribed & submitted by:  The Clerk of Council 
Accepted & approved by:  The City Council on October 7, 2024 
 




















































